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LET US BE WITNESSESS TO CHRIST 

I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 

Me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life. (John 8:12) 

In Genesis 1:3, Moses writes, “God said, Let 

there be light. And there was light.” This is 

the plan for the rest of the Bible. Wherever 

there is darkness, God’s Word brings light! 

Jesus is the light of the world who took on flesh so He can take you into His arms, heal 

your hurts, and destroy your darkness. Jesus is dazzling light, brilliant light. And eternal 

light. No wonder the Nicene Creed confesses that Jesus is “God of God, Light of Light.” 

Yet would Christ’s betrayal on Good Friday, His shed blood, and His brutal death extinguish 

the light? Would Judas, Pilate, Caiaphas, and Herod overcome the light? Not on your life! 

Christ is Risen! And there is more light to come! When Christ returns, He promises to take 

us to the new Jerusalem. “The Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and 

ever” (Revelation 22:5). When we take our final breath, the night of death will yield to the 

dawn of an eternal Easter. Then we will forever gleam in divine splendor and bask in God’s 

eternal glory. “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27:1) 

Lord Jesus Christ, empower me to follow You so that I never again walk in darkness. Amen 

Pastor Anthony Foster 
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Epiphany: the ‘Other’ Christmas 

 
Epiphany is Christmas 2.0. Its conspicuous place following the nativity narrative in 

Matthew’s Gospel presents it as the “other Christmas,” the “Christmas of the Gentiles.” 

At the first Christmas we find a swaddled baby in a manger visited by shepherds from the 

fields summoned by angels. In the “other Christmas,” we find a toddler at His mother’s 

feet in a house visited by Magi, Wise Men from the East guided by a star. The first Christ-

mas was announced to Israel, the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham; the second 

Christmas was for the world, the nations, the Gentiles, the fulfillment of God’s promise to 

Adam. 

“Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising,” God said 

(Isaiah 60:3). 

 

The Greek word epiphany means “appearing,” and in ancient times it was used usually 
about the appearing of a god or a great king. Some ancient kings thought they were gods. 
To underscore his divine prowess, Antiochus IV, an ancient Syrian king, took the name 
Epiphanes after he defeated the Egyptians. But the Maccabean Revolt in Jerusalem ex-
posed his all-too-human vulnerabilities and mortality. 

The Magi had come from the east to Jerusalem guided by a star. They were probably Per-

sian court astrologers, stargazers, who looked to the stars for signs, portents and infor-

mation. The Magi saw what appeared to be a star announcing the birth of a mighty king. 

While the shepherds of Bethlehem heard the birth announcement from an angel and a 

heavenly choir, the Persians were given the birth announcement in their own language, 

so to speak, and in this way anticipate Pentecost and the reversal of Babel’s alienation. 

In the second Christmas — the Christmas of the Gentiles — we are reminded of God’s 

not-our-thoughts, not-our-ways hidden way. His is not the way of power and might, not 

the way of politics and palaces, but the way of poverty, meekness, lowliness and strength 

exercised in weakness; the way where throne and cross merge into one. 

 

The star brought the Magi to Jerusalem and Herod’s court, but it was the prophetic Scrip-

tures that got them to Bethlehem. “Where is he who has been born king of the 

Jews?” (Matt. 2:2). Herod’s counselors  had to look that one up. Herod gathered all the 

priests and religious scholars and Torah lawyers together and asked them where the King 

was to be born. And they unrolled the scroll of the Book of the Twelve (Shorter) Prophets 

to find the answer. And there it was in the prophet Micah: In little Bethlehem, regarded 

as the “least of all the rulers of Judah” (see Micah 5:2). 
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Ancient kings thought they were gods. But this little King is God in the flesh, the eternal Son, 

the Savior, the Son of David. What the Wise Men saw was a little Child, perhaps a year or so 

old, playing at His Virgin Mother’s feet. But they believed the prophetic Word and the sign of 

the star, and through the eyes of faith they saw and worshiped the King of kings and offered 

Him their gifts. 

 

So, the outsiders are now the insiders. Those who stood on the outside of Israel, are now in 

the presence of Israel’s eternal and greatest King, the promised Son of David. This is that 

great mystery of which the apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians, how the Gentiles are now fellow 

heirs with Israel of the promise of salvation in Christ. The first Christmas was for the Jews, the 

circumcised, the Israelites, the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But this “other” 

Christmas is for the Gentiles, those who were once not God’s people, but who now, by the 

grace of God in Christ have become the people of God. Epiphany is Christmas for you and all 

who are afar off. 

Continued from page 2 ..... 

Faith’s Role in Love 

In It’s Okay Not to Be Okay, Christian author Sheila Walsh looks at the all-
encompassing love that Jesus expects of his followers. He commands us 
to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as your-
self” (Luke 10:27, ESV). 

But we can’t love that way without faith, Walsh writes. “I’m not living by faith if I have an 
answer to everything. If I understand everything God does or doesn’t do, then all I need to 
love him with is my mind. We’re called to love him with more.” That “more,” she explains, 
involves these paradoxes: “We love with all our heart, even when it’s broken. We love with 
our soul, even when our humanity wrestles against our situation. We love with our 
strength, even when it’s almost gone. We love with our mind, even when we don’t under-
stand.” 

Even if God’s purposes and plans don’t make sense here on earth, we can heed this advice 
from the great preacher Charles Spurgeon: “When we cannot trace [God’s] hand, we must 
trust his heart.” 
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Member Spotlight 
This month's member spotlight shines it's light on a wonderful individual we all know and 
love, our dear brother in Christ, Deacon Reggie Fields.  Deacon Reggie is a long time member 
of Faith Lutheran Church and has worn many hats and is especially charitable with his time 
and talents. A little trivia about Deacon Reggie. In 1958, Deacon Reggie was a performer in 
Show Boat at the Los Angeles Lite Opera! In 1959, he performed with Louie Prima and Kelli 

Smith for their Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve. 

In 1961 Deacon Reggie graduated from UCLA 
where he received his degree in Business, 
and he toured with Dorothy Dandridge until 
drafted in the United States Army.  During his 
tour of duty, Deacon Reggie became a mem-
ber of the United States 7th Army Soldiers 
Chorus where he became a Soloist and Assis-
tant Conductor and during that time, he 
toured most of Europe. After his discharge, 
Deacon Reggie returned to Los Angeles, CA 
where he studied Voice and became a Soloist 
singing religious music and opera throughout 
California. 

Deacon Reggie received a scholarship from 
Friedland Wagner, the Granddaughter of the 
great composer Richard Wagner, to study at 
Bayreuth, which is in Bavaria, Germany to 

fulfill his longing to sing Opera. However, because Deacon Reggie was of the Black race, he 
was informed that he could never sing on the opera stages of Europe and that he would only 
be able to sing on the concert stages. Well, that was not Deacon Reggie’s desire, he wanted 
to sing opera. In the sixties, the USA had the same prejudices against Black Tenors and 
THANK GOD IT HAS CHANGED! 

After returning to Los Angeles, Deacon Reggie pursued jobs in the same field of his degree 
business and he started working for Abby Rents where he was the first Black manager hired 
and later becoming a manager of the Home Office. In 1972, Deacon Reggie opened a party 
rental business in Hawaii. During this time, he joined Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Ha-
waii where he went on several international mission trips, including trips to China, Korea, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey. Deacon Reggie finds joy in doing what Jesus command-
ed us to do in ‘The Great Commission’ recorded in the Book of Matthew 28:16-20.       
                                            

                                 Continue to page 5... 



5 

 

 
Continued from page 4 ..... 

 

In October 2004, Deacon Reggie retired and returned to Los Angeles, CA where he joined us 
here at FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH. He continued his mission work with trips to Alaska, Can-
ada, Brazil, and Mexico City. Deacon Reggie found and married Marilyn Washington, his 
teenage sweetheart, after many years. Deacon Reggie thanks and praises God for ALL He 
has done in his life and what God has let him enjoy of His world.  

 

 

No regrets! 

If you’ve ever regretted a big purchase and wondered if you could return it, you’re familiar 
with the nagging feeling of buyer’s remorse. Thankfully, our Redeemer never experienced 
that. As a church sign proclaims, “When Jesus bought you, he never had buyer’s remorse. 
And he never will!” To Jesus, the payment of suffering and death was well worth the payoff. 
“For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2, NIV). 

Beyond candy hearts and roses 

 

The first half of February seems dominated by pink and red, cards and can-
dy. But people not in a loving romantic relationship can sometimes feel 
left out of the festivities. Of course, all people need love — and certainly 
love is not limited to the romantic kind. Author Leo Buscaglia, who became 
known as “Dr. Love” for writing about the topic, said, “Too often we un-

derestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment 
or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around." 

Jesus taught that loving one another is second only in importance to loving God (Matthew 
22:37-40), and that when we love one another, God lives in us (1 John 4:12). There are so 
many ways to do that — beyond candy hearts and roses! But Valentine’s Day is as good a re-
minder as any. 
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Over the past several years, Faith Lutheran Church has taken baby steps in the world of 
technology! We started with a Facebook page (follow us @FLCInglewood) occasionally 
posting events and announcements centered around the church.  The pandemic essential-
ly forced us to step up our efforts so that we could stay connected with our congregation 
and continue to spread the word of God by creating a YouTube channel (follow us 
@FaithInglewood3320).   
 
Our next step is a leap of faith that we hope many of you will utilize. Faith Lutheran 
Church introduces a new electronic option for making your offerings to the church.  
  
We are utilizing VANCO Payment Solutions to safely and securely make your offering. Your 
gift will be automatically debited from your checking/savings account or processed using 
your debit/credit card.   
  
Vanco Online Giving allows: 
1. Anytime and anywhere giving, conveniently and securely. 
2. No need to write out physical checks or prepare envelopes. 
3. Schedule for and manage recurring offerings. 
4. View your complete online-giving history. 
  
Click here to make a donation Z21V https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z21V  

Login with your username and password.   If this is the first time, click on SIGN-UP to set 
up a profile.  
  
Thank you for your donations and support! 
   Shiela Thompson-Soles, Treasurer 

From the Treasurer's Desk  

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z21V
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We are created with the capacity to sing and make music. Music is a part of God’s good cre-

ation and singing forms, nurtures, and strengthens individuals in the faith.  Let’s get to know 

the musical director and musicians of Faith Lutheran Church. 

 

Charles Richard Lester (Music Director) a native of Durham, North 

Carolina, is the son of William H. Lester, Sr., a retired Southern 

Baptist minister, and Jeanne Jessup Lester, a retired singer, organ-

ist, choir director and music teacher. (Both parents are deceased.) 

Charles has lived in California since 1980 and has been a church 

musician for more that 50 years, since the age of 15 serving a vari-

ety of denominations almost from A to Z.  

Since 1995, he has been playing the theremin (a magical electronic 

musical instrument that the performer plays without even touch-

ing, but by moving his hands in the air-around-the instrument). He 

has performed across the country for concerts and recitals, film and televisions scores, re-

cordings, live television appearances  (including “Good Morning America”), musical theatre, 

lecture-demonstrations, workshops (including several with the legendary Bob Moog) birth-

day parties, weddings, funerals and even a Hawaiian luau. 

His numerous live theremin performances in the Los Angeles includes performances at the 

Los Angeles County Museum of Arts; Disney Concert Hall; University of California San Diego; 

Los Angeles City College recitals with the renowned organist Fred Swann at the Crystal Ca-

thedral and First Congregational Church of Los Angeles; and many, many other appearances. 

In 2002 he performed in Munich, Germany for “Odysseus 7”, an opera performed live at the 

historic Marshal Theatre.  He also performed on a German CD with a group called “Phono 

Royal”.  

                                  Continue to page 8... 
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Life may feel quite challenging during these difficult times. Prayer is a power-
ful tool God has given us and we encourage everyone to develop an active 
prayer life. Your church family is also here for you.  How can we pray for 
you?  Please lets us know by emailing Anthony_foster@sbcglobal.net or 
phoning 323.750.3552 / 323.750-3553  

Prayer Requests 

Continued from page 7 ..... 

Charles has been the Music Director and Organist for Faith Lutheran Church since March 

2003.  In addition to his musical pursuits, Charles is also a graphic artist and website designer 

and something he is very passionately interested in is vintage and antique vacuum cleaners. 

He has been fascinated by them since he was a toddler. 

Lillian Lehman (Director) is a veteran actress of thirty years who regularly appears on televi-

sion and in film. Recent roles include episodes of “Nash Bridges,” “ER” and “Sparks.” She cur-

rently has a recurring role on the NBC soap “Sunset Beach” as Lena Hart, Vanessa’s mother. 

Ms. Lehman is an associate professor at CSUN in the Department of Theatre. 

Rahn Coleman (Music Director) – studied at Fisk University and Fountainbleau Conservatory 

with Nadia Boulangier in his twenty-five year career as a professional musician. He has 

played for, conducted, or arranged for such artists as Aretha Franklin, Pattie Labelle, Diana 

Ross and Ike and Tina Turner; served as the Musical Director for numerous productions in-

cluding Blues in the Night and Lady Day at the Emerson Bar and Grill; and frequently per-

formed as musician and an actor on television. He conducted a 110-piece orchestra with Are-

tha Franklin for President Clinton’s inauguration.  

An ancient prayer 

Lord Jesus, think on me and purge away my sin.  From earthborn passions set me free 

and make me pure within.   Lord Jesus, think on me,  that when the flood is past, 

I may th’ eternal brightness see  and share your joy at last. 

                           —Synesius of Cyrene (4th century) 
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Jehu Jones Jr., the first African American Lutheran pastor, was 
born in Charleston, on September 4, 1786 to slave parents, and 
Abigail Jones. Jones’ parents were freed in 1798.  The elder 
Jones, who had been trained as a tailor, was able to buy a 
house and take up innkeeping, eventually running an upscale 
hotel in Charleston with his wife. 

Jones was originally affiliated with the Episcopal Church but, finding himself increasingly 
drawn to Lutheranism, around 1820 he became a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Charleston. With the encouragement of his pastor, the Reverend John Bachman, Jones 
traveled to be ordained by the New York Synod in 1832 as a missionary to help the freed 
slaves in that country. However, when Jones returned to Charleston after being ordained, 
he was briefly jailed for violating a law prohibiting freed blacks from returning to a state 
they had left. 

After his release Jones moved to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and in June 1833 the  minis-
try decided that he should be appointed “to labor as a Missionary… among the colored 
people in Philadelphia under the direction of our Ministers.” On February 16, 1834 the St. 
Paul’s congregation that Jones founded decided to build a church with the help of other 
Lutheran congregations. Four months later Jones purchased two lots on 150 S. Quince 
Street for the church to be built. Assisted by Pastors Philip Mayer of Philadelphia and 
Benjamin Keller of St. Michael’s Church in Germantown, Jones laid the cornerstone for 
the building.  Jones also founded Lutheran churches in Gettysburg and Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, but those were not exclusively black congregations. 

The first congregation of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church was composed of twenty impover-
ished black Philadelphians. Nonetheless, by the time the church edifice was dedicated in 
1836 they and other supporters paid off over $1,000, or 40 per cent of the expenses. The 
community and religious leaders promised to pay off the remaining $1,300 two years lat-
er if Reverend Jones and the congregation relinquished ownership of the church to them. 
Jones agreed to the arrangement and continued as pastor, but the new owners never 
paid the remaining balance. 

To try to prevent foreclosure Jones organized a rummage sale to pay off the church debt. 
Unfortunately, the owner of the store where the sale was supposed to be held backed 
out, and in 1839 St. Paul’s Church was sold at a sheriff’s auction. 

                                   Continue to page 10... 

JEHU JONES JR. (1786-1852) 
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Jones continued to lead his congregation, holding Sunday services at Benezet Hall on 
Seventh Street. He organized a convention in 1845 at Philadelphia’s Temperance 
Hall, urging listeners to petition city authorities for black. Jones also involved himself 
in organizations dedicated to improving the living conditions among Philadelphia ’s 
African Americans. 

Jones tried to start a Lutheran church in New York City in 1849, but the New York 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church barred him from doing so because of what 
they charged as the mismanagement of finances at St. Paul’s Church. Jones respond-
ed in a pamphlet arguing that the unpaid debts were beyond his control because of 
racial prejudice against the congregation. 

Reverend Jehu Jones Jr. died at age 66 in 1852. St. Paul’s Church survived only a few 
years after his death.  
 
 
 
 

source: https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jones-jehu-jr-1786-
1852/ 

Continued from page 9 ..... 
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February 2022 Special Days 

Black History Month — February 1-28, 2022 

Groundhog Day — February 2, 2022 

Boy Scout Sunday — February 8, 2022 

Valentine's Day — February 14, 2022 

Presidents' Day — February 21, 2022 

Transfiguration Sunday — February 27, 2022 

March 2022 Special Days 

Ash Wednesday — March 2, 2022 

World Day of Prayer — March 4, 2022 

Girl Scout Day — March 12, 2022 

Daylight-Saving Time begins — March 13, 2022 

St. Patrick's Day — March 17, 2022 

First Day of Spring — March 20, 2022 
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February Birthday’s 
 
05 Joseph Allen 
11 Karen Parker 
12 Lillian Lehman 
15 Vivian Baines 
19 Pam McCloud 
26 Anthony Foster Sr. 
22 Tanya Wilson 
27 Lynda Schleef 
29 Chester Howard 
 
No February Anniversaries 
 
 

March Birthday’s   
 
02 Demetre Kemp 
10 Amy Gill 
12 Tamara Williams-Villasenor 
13 Marilyn Fields 
17 Marla Baines 
25 Oscar Loud, II 
27 Charles Richard Lester 
31 Marvis Releford 
 
March Anniversaries 
 
05 Oscar & Thelma Loud 
 

Upcoming Events! 

     Please mark your calendar and join us for the upcoming joyful  
celebrations of  

                         Palm Sunday on April 10, 2022 and  
                           Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022  
                       Palm branches and Easter eggs are in your future! 
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Activity…. 

Eye of a Needle .......Matthew 
19:24 
“ It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich person to enter 
the Kingdom of God!” What 
does it mean to go through the 
eye of a needle? If Jesus was 
talking about an actual camel, 
and an actual needle, then the 
rich are in big trouble. Jesus’s 
message is simple- it is 
impossible for anyone to be 
saved on his own merits. It was 
commonly taught by the rabbis 
that rich people were blessed 
by God and were therefore the 
most likely candidates for 
heaven. Jesus destroyed that 
notion, and along with it, the 
idea that anyone can earn 
eternal life. Who then can be 
saved? If the wealthy, 
including the Pharisees and 
Scribes were unworthy of 
heaven, what hope was there 
for the poor man? Jesus’s 
answer is the basis of the 
Gospel: “With man this is 
impossible, but not with God. 
All things are possible with 
God.” Men are saved through 
God’s gifts of Grace, Mercy, 
and Faith. 
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